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Your library is a lifeline nowmore than ever
By Heather Kearns

Marketing Coordinator
Lawrence Public Library
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National Library Week (April
19-25, 2020) is a time when li-
braries across the country cele-
brate the work they do for their
communities, champion the ef-
forts of their staff, and promote
card sign-up, library use, and
support.
In many ways, it’s business

as usual this year for Lawrence
Public Library — with one ex-
ception: the library’s resources,
programs and services have
shifted 100% online as the im-
pact of the COVID-19 crisis
continues to evolve, changing
the work of the library and its
staff.
“Our lives are being affected

in ways we never imagined,”
said Brad Allen, Lawrence
Public Library Director. “From
sudden job loss and schools
moving classes online, to social
isolation and trying to make
sense of what’s happening, our
community’s stories are both
unique and universal. The li-
brary is working hard to con-
tinue serving Lawrence’s needs
and is finding innovative ways
to connect our community.”
Now more than ever, Law-
rence Public Library is focus-
ing on ways to help residents

use the library remotely. Story-
times, local live music perfor-
mances, and book clubs can be
found on Facebook Live and in
Zoom meetings. Librarians are
available for live chat on week-
days to assist with finding job
and unemployment resources,
deciphering the news, and of-
fer recommendations on what
ebooks and audiobooks to read
next. Retirees can also meet for
an online Coffee Break and the
library’s Peer Support Special-
ists are using video chat to con-
nect with those who might be
struggling emotionally.
“The library is primed for re-

mote use,” said Kathleen Mor-
gan, Lawrence Public Library’s
Director of Development and
CommunityPartnerships. “While
streaming movies, ebooks, and
audiobooks have always been
available, right now our com-
munity is embracing these re-
sources and using them like
never before.”
The library is here to help ev-
eryone in Lawrence continue
to learn, connect, create and
grow. It serves as a rich pipe-
line for accurate information,
delivering access to a huge va-
riety of entertainment options,
educational tools, safe social
connections, and resources for
navigating this unprecedented
time.
Follow Lawrence Public Li-
brary activities all week and
beyond at lplks.org.

Give a little.
Help a lot.
The LPL Friends & Foundation
is committed to helping the
library stay strong through
these uncertain times.
We invest in the library so
that everyone in Lawrence can
continue to learn, connect,
create, and grow.
Please consider a gift of any
amount to help the library
meet our community’s huge
demand for digital resources.
Your donation will go directly
to supporting access to FREE
eBooks, eAudiobooks, and
other digital services.

Give at lplff.org
Thank you.

The library is well-prepared to
stay connected and continue
serving Lawrence’s needs.
—Brad Allen, Library Director
“ ”

Socialize
Watch storytime on Facebook Live, join
book clubs or have coffee on Zoom, and
craft with pals in our virtual Teen Zone.

Start a conversation
Get any question answered and help with
what to read next, vent to a Peer Support
Specialist, and chat us upon socialmedia.

Entertain yourself
Browse and download eBooks, eComics
and audiobooks, stream indie films and
documentaries, and read magazines.

Learn something new
Listen to our podcast, build a family tree,
learn to write grants or speak a language,
add a new career or tech skill to your resume.

Stay informed
Get unlimited New York Times articles,
and up-to-date library news.

Access COVID-19 resources
Cut through the noise and find what you
need to know most with direct links to
LMHHealth, Kansas Department of Labor,
the Chamber of Commerce, and more.

i

get a new card: lplks.org/get-a-card renew / replace a card: accounts@lplks.org

APRIL 23 is

GIVE $25, GET A
“GIVE ME SPACE” PIN
Perfect for social distancers!

GIVE $50, GET
SWANKY SOCKS
A friendly foot “foundation”!

Fun and Games
Tuesdays | 10 AM | on Zoom
Join fellow retirees for bingo
and other online group games.

Virtual Coffee Break
Fridays | 10 AM | on Zoom
Take a break from it all, meet
new friends, and socialize.

Email Cathy Hamilton for info:
chamilton@lplks.org

lplks.org

Did you know? Since 1958, National Library Week
has been sponsored by the American Library Association
(ALA) and observed annually in April by libraries across
the country. All types of libraries — public, academic,
school, and special — participate together.
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Watch all your favorite storytimes on Facebook Live @lawrencepubliclibrary

FREE WIFI
ACCESS

7AM–10PM
From outside the library,
all around the building.
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